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WOLF Uncloak 4 


HE Fondneſs which our 

&A8 Countrymen ſhew, "oh en 
7; Occaſion, of being impoſed up- 
on in the moſt 7 Con- 


pear to the reſt of the World 4 
Matter of very great Surpriſe. For a Nation 
of Men (whoſe Genius and Parts make no 
o | inconſiderable Figure in the ſenſible World) to 
become the por of every circum- 
— j venting Knave ogmatizing Fool, muſt 
puzzle the ableſt Judges to decide; whether it 
owing to the preſent Perverſity in the Nation, 
or rather to the ſevere Judgment of angry Hea- 
ven for ſome hereditary, yet unexpiated Crime 
of our Anceſtors, But to whatever Cauſe we 
impute this epidemical Madneſs or Folly 
(which muſt I call it ') the fatal Effects i 1 pro- 
uces 


1 


- 


4) 
duces tend ſo manifeſtly to the Deſtruction 


of our civil and religious Eftabliſhment, that 
they call aloud for a ſpeedy and effeual Cure, 
Publick _ Impoſtors of all Kinds are ty” 


the ſevereſt Chaſtiſement, and ought to f 


the Publick's Reſentment and Indignation, in 


h a ſenſible Manner as may deter them and 
others for the future from the like Attempts, 
and convince them, that there is a Dignity and 
Majeſty in the Body of a free People too ſa- 
cred and ſolemn to be trifled with. But this 
is more eſpecially true when, and wherever Re- 
ligion is levell'd at, and likely to prove the 
Sufferer, Were it not a Reproach to the very 


Name of a Briton and a Proteſtant, to ſee 


an Axe treacherouſly lodg'd at the Root of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, and not uſe his utmoſt 
Efforts to oppoſe the baſe Attempt? And yet 
this is the very Caſe, at preſent, with the 
Church of England: That glorious Religion 
which our zealous Fore-fathers took ſo much 
Pains and ran ſuch Hazard to eſtabliſh on a 
laſting Foundation, by bringing to a happy 
Iflue the great Work of the Reformation, The 
Papiſts, her known Enemies, ever wakeful to 
her Prejudice, have devoted her to Deſtruction, 
and are at this preſent uſing all their Art to 
effect that, by Cunning, which they have not 
been able to compleat by open Oppoſition, 
And ſhall we lend them a helping Hand? Or 
even, ſupinely inactive, be acceſſary to the ſa- 
crilegious Paricide, by not preventing it? 
| | Thanks 
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Thanks to the Learning, Zeal, and good 
Example of our Clergy, the Church of England 
hitherto retains the Original Purity and Luſtre 
with which it ſhone forth in the illuſtrious 
Reigns of King Henry the VIIIth and Queen 
Elizabeth of immortal Memory. 'Fhe almoſt 
innumerable Volumes written by Popiſh E- 
miſſaries; their repeated Controverſies with 
our Divines; and the many Proſelytes they 
have made, and ſtill continue to make among 
the Unwary, have not been able to procure 
them the leaſt Return of Power in this King- 
dom. Unable therefore to gain any Aſcendant 
over the Church by Dint of Argument, they 
are forced to have Recourſe to pious Frauds ; , 
and to uſe the Words of Ovid: 
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e | Non datur, inſidias armaq; tecta parant. 

n 0 

h | There have not been wanting Inſtances of 
IT their Policy in this Way in former Reigns. 
y 1 The famous Pen, in the Reign of James the 
e lld, may ſerve for a Sample of the Reſt: Who 
D- | (notwithſtanding whatever the Papiſts, and 
1, their mask'd Emiſſaries the Quakers, may 
o | ſay to the contrary) has been detected by ſeve- 
3 ral eminent Proteſtant Writers, and proved to 
1, be a jeſuit and a Tool of the Pope, commiſio- 
1 ned to ſubvert the Church of England, under 
1 the Cloak of a pretended and ſeeming Diſſen- 

tion from the Romiſh Communion. 
© | But 


„ 

But of all their clandeſtine Practices of this 
Sort, none more artfully contrived, and yet, 
in my Opinion, none more flagrant than the 
preſent Time affords. Paſſing ſome few Days 
ago by the guondam Oratory in New oper Mar- 

ket, 1 was drawn (by a Croud of Populace, 
which raisd my Curioſity) into that Place; 
' where I found a Perſon holding forth in a very 
| odd, ludricous, and irreverend Strain, upon 


the Subject of Religion. My Ears were at 
fnſt ſo diſagreeably affected, that I was prepar- 
| ing to retire; when ſome ſudden RefleCtions 
paſs d on the Church of Rome, or rather on the 
Popih Clergy, rouz'd my Curioſity once more | 
and determin'd me to ſtay ; tho' I had but lit- | 
tee Expectation of being gratified for my Time; 
and it was very well J expected but little, other- 
{ wiſe my Diſappointment had been greater. In | 
2 Word, all the Recompence I met with for 
{ fo much Time thrown away, was to have my | 
Ears filld with a noiſy, unconnected Volley 
of ſcnrrilous Invectives and artful Aſperſfions 
thrown at random at the Church of. Rome, 
many of which I my ſelf knew to be falſe, and 
moſt of which the weakeſt Man upon Earth | 


could not believe to be true. 

This, I own, gave me great Offence, as it 
appear” d to me, and muſt appear to all honeſt 
Men, a very ungenerous as well as unſucceſsful 
Way of triumphing over ſo weak an Enemy : 
And a Method our Orthodox Divines would 


ſcorn to make Uſe of, as it muſt do more harm 
than 


chan Good, in the End, to the Proteſtant 


8 


Cauſe. Truth has no need to call Falſhood 
in to her Defence: And the Church of Eu. 
land ſurely has better Arguments to ſupport 
* Doctrine againſt Popery, than Calumny 
and Scurrility. | 
But what finiſhed my Reſentment was, to 
hear the very ſame Perſon (who juſt before had 
been laſhing the Popiſh Clergy) not only re- 
turn very weak Anſwers to the weak Objections 
of ſome Papiſts there preſent, but even give up 
very material Points of Proteſtant Doctrine. 
This could not fail of alarming me; I ſuſpected a 
Trick ; and was reſolved to be upon my Guard. 
« What an artful Method (methought) is this 
* to introduce Popery into the Minds of the 
4 People! — What a Wolf in Sheep's Cloath- 
* have we here! — Who, by railing againſt 
* the Morals of the Popiſh Clergy (which every 
*« one knows have nothing to do with their 
© Tenets) removes all Suſpicion from his un- 
* wary Audience of being himſelf tainted with 
«© Popiſh Principles. Thus, by preventing 
<« them in his Favour, he ſtrips them of the 
Arms of Diffidence ; throwing Duſt in their 
Eyes, ſecures a Way to their Hearts; and 
affecting to defend the Proteſtant Cauſe, gives 
it up by Degrees, and ſlily makes Papiſts 
and Slaves of his Hearers before the 
« ſenſible of being ſuch. So the 


dious 


«* $7101, counterfeiting Hatred to theGrac:ans, 
* ſecured himſelf the Confidence of the Tro- 


Jan 


are . 


(83) 
« jan Heroes; by a ſeeming Anxiety for the 
« Safety of Troy oy, pav'd away to it's Ruin: 
e and blinding its Inhabitants with the Duſt 
of a falſe Friendſhip, and inſidious Zeal, 
* made them a Prey to their implacable Ene- 


9. 


4 


e mies; and effected that, by Guile, which a 


te ten Years Bloody and uninterru pted War 
% had prov'd impracticable, by open Violence. 

From the like artful Practices of this mock 
Proteſtant Preacher I naturally concluded, he, 
muſt be a Frier or a Jeſuit, Accordingly, up- 
pn Inquiry, I found my Conjecture was but 
too well grounded. 

It ſeems the Man tiles himſelf a Doctor of 
Sorbonne: Tho this the Papiſts affect to deny. 
But be that as it may: Certain it is, he is a 


Frier of the Carmelite Order, was for a con- 


ſiderable Time a Miſſioner in Ireland, and a 
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very buſy Convert-monger, as the Papiſts them- 
ſelves have been forced to conſeſs. From which 
Circumſtances compared with his preſent Be- 
haviour, and the Character he bears among 
Proteſtants and Papiſts, there is, in my Opi- 
nion, the greateſt Reaſon to ſuſpect him to be 
a Kind of 
the Papiſts, under the Cloak of a Proteſtant 
Convert, to ſubvert by Deceit that holy eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, which their open Oppoſition 
has long levell' d at in vain, 
' To enable the Old Sinon to execute the trea- 
cherous Errand he was ſent upon, and to give. 
- better Gloſs to the intended Fraud, the crafty 
Grecians 


Religious Sinon purpoſely ſent by. 


PO —=— - OP WOO WITTE . ˙ 0m TIT, 4 


(9) 
Grecians took Care to diſſemble a Quarrel with 
him for ſome Time before, which they car- 
ried ſo far as ſeemingly to level at his Life: 
And all this was purpofely done in ſo publick 
a Manner as that it might not eſcape the Know- 
ledge of the Trojans. And therefore Sinan him- 
felf, in relating to them the Tale of his pre- 
tended Wrongs, ſpeaks as of ſomething they 
were already informed of. | 
In like Manner the Papiſts, before they ſent 
out this their Eccleſiaſtical Scout, were too poli- 
tick to omit affecting a publick Quarrel with 
him in Dublin : Which was done by Suſpen- 
ſions, Excommunications, and what not? 
Nor did they neglect to whiſper it about here: 
Nay their forward Emiſſary was one of the 
firſt to publiſh it of himſelf; Whereas, by the 
By, had theſe Excommunications been real, he 
would have choſen rather to keep them a Se- 
cret ; ſince, as the pretended Cauſe of them was 
Immorality, they muſt have redounded greatly 
to his Diſgrace, and render'd his Converſion to 
the Proteſtant Religion of very little Significa- 
tion; if it be at all true, that a Wicked-Liver 
is a Diſgrace to any Religion he profeſſes. 
Tho' upon Recollection, I have Reaſon to 
think this is not the Sentiment of this our New 
Convert: For, to my very great Surpriſe, he 
had the Aſſurance one Evening to advance, in 
the Preſence of near an hundred People (at an 
Alehouſe near Lincoln's Inn-Fields) that ſuppo- 
ling him to have been guilty of the Immoralities 
C which 
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(10) 
which the Papiſts alledg'd as the Cauſe of his 
Excommunication, and which he then denied, 
he could not apprehend he was the worſe Pro- 
teſtant or the worſe Divine for that ; which 
amounted to nothing more nor leſs than an art- 
ful, baſe Inſinuation of the arrogant and falſe 
Notion which the Papiſts have long labour'd 
to inſtill into the Minds of the Vulgar, that 4 


Aagitious Prieſt makes a very good Proteſtant 


Miniſter. Which, in ſhort, is as much as to 
hint, that the Proteſtant Church is at ſo low 
an Ebb, that it is glad to put up with the very 
Dreggs and Refuſe of Popery. But to return 
to the Point. | 
Whether the Man be guilty or innocent of 
the Immoralities with which the Papiſts pre- 
tend to charge him, I know not, neither do I 
care; For whether innocent or guilty of thoſe 
particular Facts, I am fully convinc'd he muſt 
be guilty of the villainous Impoſition I at firſt 
only ſuſpected him of; and can no ways be 
intitled to our Eſteem or Confidence, nor 
qualified to teach Proteſtant Doctrine; and 
that for the following Reaſons: 

I. If he was guilty of the Immoralities al- 


ledg'd againſt him; it is ſo ſhort a time ſince 


he was ſo, that, ſuppoſing him to have repented 
and his Repentance to be real and ſincere, ſo 
recent a Repentance can never intitle a Man 
to ſtep from the Stews to the Pulpit or Com- 
munion-Table: Nor can any Church allow of 
it which pays any Regard to Decency. Nay 
| | Seneca, 
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(11) 
Seneca, tho' but a Pagan, tells us, That the 
Repentance of fuch Men ought for ever to be 
ſuſpected: Flagitious Crimes (/ays he) are ſel- 
« dom fincerely reform'd : Tigers and Lions 
« never intirely diveſt their native Fierceneſs of 
« Temper, They may be tamed for a While: 
« But the ſavage Brutality of their Nature will 
« vent itſelf one Time or other; perhaps, 
«© when you are leaſt upon your Guard againſt 
237. 

II. If he was not guilty ; he ought ſtill to be 
ſuſpected. The Papiſts could have no other 
Motive to aſperſe him, and he to bear it as he 
has done, and decline the bringing it to Proof, 
than merely to countenance and give a plauſi- 
ble Cover to the pious intended Cheat. On 
one Side, they are too politick a People to run 
the Riſk of expoſing themſelves by aſſerting 
Falſhoods of a Perſon whom they knew to be 
able or diſpoſed to diſcover them: And on the 
other Side, an innocent Man, who was not in 
their Intereſt, would never ſuffer his Character 
to be taken away while he had Means left him 
to maintain it. 

III. Suppoſing him to be ever fo maliciouſly 
aſperſed by the Papiſts; and to be ever ſo in- 
nocent of thoſe Facts, and even of being ſe- 
cretly in their Intereſts; his Converſion to our 
Religion ought ſtill to be ſuſpected by us during 
his Life, and he never admitted to a Proteſtant 


Pulpit. The Man was bred a Papiſt, is a 


Prieſt, and ſtill muſt retain, ſome Relicks of 
| C- 2 Popiſh 
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Popiſh Superſtition and Pejudice. Habits gain'd 


by an evil Education are a kind of ſecond Na- 


ture, which is ſeldom entirely thrown off but 
with Life. Naturam expellas furca, tamen uſ- 
que recurret, How many Inſtances have we 
not of Prieſts, who, after having enjoy'd Be- 
nefices, and been diſtinguiſhed by us with ma- 
ny ſignal Favours, have return'd (like Dogs to 
their Vomit) to their former State of Popery, 
loaded with the Spoils of our Generoſity. And 
is not this enough to open our Eyes, and ſecure 
us, for the future, from being impoſed upon in 
the like Manner. 

The Sons of Darkneſs are wiſer in their Ge- 
neration than the Sons of Light. The Papiſts 
deal very differently with the Proſelytes they 
gain over from us. However earneſt they may 
be in making Converts, 'tis according to the 
Rules of their Inquiſition to hold in perpetual 
Suſpicion the new- converted. Were we to be 
as careful as they are in this Point ; we ſhould 
probably be as little ſubject to the Impoſition of 
falſe Converts as they are: And J fee no Reaſon 
why we may not follow even Papiſts in what 
is prudent and commendable. 

However, to come to a Concluſion, there are 
but too good Grounds in my Opinion to ſuſpect 
this Man guilty of all the Papiſt's Accuſations. 
Firſt, From the very Nature of the Office 
of this new-faſhioned Apoſtle. Since no- 
thing but a Man, who has prov'd himſelf ca- 
pable of any thing; could be reaſonably 
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( 13) 
pitch'd 7 for ſuch an Office as requires 


the baſeſt of Principles. Secondly, From 
a Paper which is handed about under the very 
Hand-writing of the Man wherein he acknow- 
ledges himſelf highly criminal, and ſubmits 
himſelf to the Mercy of the Papiſts, and 
promiſes to undertake whatever they ſhall en- 


join him as a Penance, in order to regain their 
! Favour. 


From hence it is reaſonable to conclude, that 


| thinking him too 7mmoral to ſerve any Turn 


in the Quality of a Popiſh Miſſioner, that have 


| enjoin'd him for his Penance to act the Part he 


does. Which how far it is to their Intereſt, 
and how deſtructive it is like to prove to the Pro- 


teſtant Cauſe in general, if not diſcountenanc'd 


and puniſh'd in Time, I ſhall endeavour now to 
convince the World of, | 

It has ever beena ſtanding Maxim with me, 
that Inconſiſtency in a Man's Conduct is always 
owing either to a bad Head or a bad Heart: 
and, 'till you convince me that I am in the 
Wrong, I ſhall continue in the fame Sentiment. 
But whether the contradictory Conduct of the 
Perſon in queſtion be owing to the one, to the 
other, or to both, I will not take upon me to de- 
termine; I will only ſay that whichever Principle 
we attribute it to, it can deſerve no better A 
pellation than that of Folly, of Madneſs, of - 
Vice, or of all three: any one of which is ca- 
pable only of producing the very worſt of Con- 
ſequences to the Cauſe he pretends to 8 
a That 


( 14 ) 


That the Man's Conduct in Life has all 


along been inconſiſtent, and made up of a heap 
of Contradictions, is plain from every Circum- 
ſtance relating to him. However, not to enter 
into too minute a Detail, which would be pay- 
ing him too great a Compliment, I ſhall con- 


tent inyſelf at preſent with giving the Public 
2 genuine Copy of a Letter written with his 


own Hand to the Popiſh Clergy at Dublin, to 


obtain Abſolution, and to get their Excommu- | 
nication taken off of him. And I make not 
the leaſt Doubt but the Letter, with ſome few 


Remarks I ſhall add to it, will convince every 


ſenſible Proteſtant, who is not reſolved to be 


impoſed upon, that the Writer of it is not to 


be relied on as a ſincere Convert, and if he 
were now what pretends to be, he can at beſt 
but reflect Diſgrace on any Communion he 


embraces. 


T was a kind of Providence that helped me to 


a Copy of this Letter: the Occaſion may not be 
improper to relate. Happening one Evening 


in Company with ſome Gentlemen, where, for 


want of a better Subject, the Diſcourſe roll'd 


upon the Newport-Market Prophet; a Gentle- 
man in Company (by Name, Mr Stephens, a 
Glover oppoſite to Exeter- Change in the Strand) 
produced the Original Letter, which was read 


in publick. My Curioſity very much prompted 


me to have deſired the Liberty of a Copy; but 
the Gentleman in whoſe Poſſeſſion it was ſeem- 


ing very choice of it, I thought it moſt prudent 
then 


(15) 
then to forbear. However I have ſince procu- 
red One; and though I have not had an Op- 
portunity ſince of aſking that Gentleman's 
Leave to publiſh it; I hope and make no 
Doubt but he will be ſuch a Friend to Truth, 
as to do Juſtice to the Exactneſs of the Copy, 
by producing the Original to ſuch Perſons as he 
has no Reaſon to apprehend will be baſe enough 
to attempt to deſtroy it. | 


(16) 


The LETTER is as follows. 


— 


he 


N. B. The Spelling, Pointing, and Capitals are exaithy as 


in the Original : and where there were any Wards or 


1 


Marks in their Stead [. 


1 oft (1) Reverend Brethren, 


, - Y faults are fo many (2) and ſo great 
* that its purely with a view of al- 
© laying the Zerrours of my troubl d Sinfull and 


diſtrafted 


(1) Moft Reverend Brethren.) The Gentlemen to whom 
this Letter is addreſs'd are the Heads of the Popiſh Cler- 
gy at Dublin. Whom the Letter- writer has in the Preſence 


—ͤ 


of ſome Hundreds in this Town abſolutely affirm'd to be 


Villains of the darkeſt dye; tho' he is here pleaſed to com- 
pliment them with the Title of Reverend Brethren, Ei- 
ther then he muſt be the vileſt of Calumniators in now 
charging innocent Men with falſe Aſperſions; or he muſt 
then have acted. the Part of the baſeſt of Hypocrites, in 
giving the Title of Reverend to Men whom he knew to be 
execrably wicked, and claiming the Advantage of Brother- 
hood with them. Nor can he clear himſelf by pretending 
that he did not then know what they were. For *tis 
plain, that ſince then he has had no Commerce with them, 
and conſequently all his Knowledge of them muſt be 
previous to the writing this Letter. Beſides he has con- 
fidently told us on his Stage at Newport-MMarket that it 
was his Reſidence at Rome that help'd him to all his Know- 
ledge of the Wickedneſs of their Practice and Principles, 


and that Reſidence was long before his writing this peniten- 


tial Letter. If this is not Inconſiſtency; what is? 
(2) My Faults are ſo many, &c.] Tis plain that the 


Writer of this Letter muſt have been a very notorious 
\ 


Profligate, 


Letters ſcratch'd out, I have put the following. 
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« diftrafted ſoul that I preſume to addreſs my- 
« ſelf to you. deſparr is no remedy (3), and 
I am fully convinc'd your charity has all 
along aim'd not at my ruin but at my A 
* mendment : (4)1 muſt confeſs you have ver 


little reaſon to depend upon me 1 have fo often 
D tranſoreſs d 


La) 


A 


* 


— 


Profligate, ſince his evil Actions were ſo many in num- 
ber, and fo heinouſly great in their Nature as to ſtrike 
his troubled, ſinful, and diſtracted Soul with Terrours, 
which Nothing could allay but his addreſſing himſelf to 
— To whom? Why truly, to his Reverend Brethren. 
if we believe what he writes : but, if we believe what he 
ſays, to a Set of Villains: Is there no Inconſiſtency 
here ? 

(3) Deſpair is no Remedy.] A Man mutt be arriv'd at 
the very Summit of Wickedneſs to ſtand upon the Verge 
of Deſpair. And yet here the Letter-writer ſeems to 
acknowledge that he ſhould already have ſhaken Hands 
with Deſpair, if the frequent Attemprs of his Reverend 
Brethren to ſave him 'from eternal Ruin had not con- 
vinced him that their Charity wou'd be always ready 
to lend him a helping Hand towards his Amendment. 
Sure then he mult be an ungrateful Wretch to blacken as 
he does ſuch charitable Men: Or muſt have been an 
egregious Cant, and an infamous Sycophant it they were 
not what he expreſſes them to be in this Letter. This 
| hope will be allow'd even by himſelf a ſmall Incon- 
liſtency. 

(4) I mult confeſs, &c.] Here he ſeems to unravel the 
Cauſe of his being tempted to Deſpair, to wit, the little 
Reaſon he had to hope they would pay any Regard to 
the uncertain Repentance of a Fellow, who had ſo of- 
ten been pardon'd and /o gſten tranſgreſsd, that he was 
no more to be depended upon than a common Shuffler. 
And ſurely no one can doubt a Man's being inconſiſtent 
and 


| (18) 

* tranſereſsd, all I can ſay for myſelf is that 

Gad (v) at laſt has brought me thro his er- 

* cytoa firm reſolution of ſubmitting to you in 
* every 


_—— 


and acting with Inconſiſtency, when he gives it under 
his own Hand? However as a further Inducement to his 
once Reverend Brethren (but now arrant Villains) to 
believe him this once: he tells them that Gd (5) has inter- 


by bringing him, in a kind of miraculous manner, to a 
firm Reſolution of ſubmitting to them in every Thing. 
But what does he mean by every Thing? May not this 
be juſtly ſuſpected in a Man of his Stamp to be a kind 
of Overture ts them to employ him in any Dirty Work 
they ſhall ſtand in need of him for, I know indeed 
that the Papiſts diſclaim in a very warm Manner all 
kind of Commerce with him, and expreſs a great 
deal of Indignation at my ſuſpecting them to be 
any ways concern'd in the pious Frauds and Artifices 
of this Religious Mountebank. And the publick Pro- 
teſtations which the Men of the moſt Senſe and Reputation 
among them make againſt ſuch underhand Practices, make 
me fear I may have been a little too raſh and haſty in judging 
them. If I have; I heartily ask their Pardon, and am wil- 
ling to retract. "Tho' I muſt obſerve that I never aſſerted 
politively any thing of this kind of them ; but only de- 
clared my Surmiſes. For however I deteſt the Doctrine 
of any Set of People; I wou'd be guilty of belying 
None. Tho' as for my Suſpicions, I will venture to 
ſay that the Behaviour of this Fellow more than juſtified 
them. And | muſt ſtill inſiſt, that, however the Papiſts 


| Cheat, it is very plain (from his offering to ſub- 
"th mit to them in every thing, as well as from other 
4. Paſſages in his Letter) that this Reverend Penitent had 
all the Diſpoſitions requiſite for the Dirty Work I fill 
'y accuſe him of; and that he omitted nothing to obtain 
1 their Sanction for his dark Purpoſes, But this will clear 


& 1} up 


poſed his Mercy and conquer'd his reprobate Diſpoſition 


may be innocent of having any Hand in the Religious | 


(19) 
every thing. I conjure you by the ſacred wounds 
* of our dear Redeemer not to deiii my ſub- 
miſſion made with tears and a ſorrowful 
heart. (6) I am ready to dye with Confuſion 

2 * when 


— 


up in the End of theſe Remarks. Let us now ſee what 
he requeſts of them in conſequence of God's having in- 
terpoſed his Almighty Arm to conquer the Obſtinacy of 
his wicked Inclinations ? — Why truly, that they would 
not deſpiſe his Submiſſion. — For God's Sake how could 
it enter into his Brain that Perſons whoſe Charity had all 
along aim'd at nothing but his Amendment, ſhou'd de 
piſe his Submiſſion made with Tears and a Sorrotoful Heart? 
Unleſs the frequent Proftitution of his Word, the repeated 
Impoſition of a ſham Repentance, and the reiterated 
Abuſe of their Credulity, made it an unpardonable Weak- 
neſs to believe him any more, who was himſelf conſcious 
that they had little very little Reaſon to depend upon him. 

(6) I am ready to dye. | One would hardly imagine that 
a Man, who was ſo modeſt, as to be ready to dye with 
Confuſion at the bare Reflection on his own Follies, 
cou'd have the Courage to hear himſelf accufed before 
a hundred People of Crimes, that wou'd make an in- 
nocent Man bluſh to be charged with, and to hear them 
with ſuch a fix'd Unconcern as if they had been ſo many 
Encomiums. And yet I appeal to all who were preſent 
at the Meeting where thefe Accuſations were alledg'd 
againſt him, whether the uncommon Settledneſs of his 
Countenance did not denote a kind of unfurmountable 
Antipathy to Reddening ? Either then he muſt have play'd 
the part of an egregious Counterfeit in diſſembling a 
Confuſion he had no Talent for; or he muſt, ſince his 
Converſion, have conſiderably improv'd his Confidence. 
And, tho” it be a Myſtery to me how the Decay of Mo- 
deſty can produce Grace, or be the Means or Proof of 
true Converſion, I am willing to ſuſpend my Judgment, 


all 


( 20) 


A 


always think whatever I can do 700 little to 
repair the Scandal I have given in the City, 
tho' I am (7) in hopes 'twill be look d upon 

Aby 


A 


and ſuppoſe his preſent Confidence acquired, Wherefore 
that the Publick may not miſtake the juſt Cauſe of his 
former Confuſiom; J muſt here obſerve that the Word 
Follies ſtands for the ſame in this Place as the Word Faults 
does in the Beginning, that .is, for certain Heinous Of- 
fences ſo greatly flagitious as to ſtrike his troubled, ſinful, 
and diftraited Soul with Terrour and Diſmay. If any one 
ſhould ask why our Reverend Penitent chuſes to make uſe 
of ſuch ſoftening Epithets in accuſing himſelf? I anſwer : 
perhaps it may be to avoid reflecting part of his Horrour 
on his Judges by calling things by their right Name. 

(7) { am in Hopes, &c.] Here is a moſt maſterly piece 
of refined Cunning. To induce his Reverend Brethren 
or rather Judges to put up with, and wink at, his Im- 
moralities he hints to them that his paſt ungovernable Be- 
haviour will rather prove of Service than Detriment to 
the common Cauſe of Popery ; ſince his Converſion will 
amount to a ſolid Argument of the Holineſs of that Re- 
ligion, which cou'd, without the Aſſiſtance of civil Au— 
thority, bring an obſtinate Reprobate to the Senſe of his 
Duty. If we compare this Reaſoning with his former 
Promiſe of Submitting to them in every thing, and thinking 
whatever he could do too little to repair the Scandal he had 
given, we can look upon it in no other Light than as 
an artfu] Opening to them, to diſpatch him into England, 


to form the ſame kind of folid Argument there in Proof - 


of the Holineſs of Popery ; by firſt univerſally Scanda- 
lizing it, and then making a Publick, oftentatious kind 
of Recantation, Whether the Papiſts gave any Ear 
to this Propoſal or not, I cannot pretend to ſay: but 


this I can boldly ſay, that if this Reaſoning had 
any 


* when I refle& on my paſt Follies, and I ſhall 1 


_— —  — 


* 


I* (21) 

2 © by the people as a Sincere and ſolid argu- 
1 © gument in favour of our holy religion, that 
even in this our unfortunate country, it has 


been able to bring to ſubmiſſion and repen- 
_ tance [#**#*#*] purely for Conſcience Sake 
one who till now hath Seem'd obſtinate be- 
yond [*] all power of reclaiming. I whol- 
ly depend (8) on your Wiſdom to find out 
ſome method for me to make a proper atone- 
ment for what is paſt and to prevent all re- 
* lapſes for the future. whatever you judge 

* me 


A 


* 


* 


any Weight with them towards abſolving him from his 
Excommunication in Dublin; it muſt have double the 
Weight whenever he ſhall pleaſe to return to them again. 
For why may not he ſay, Look ye Brethren, if you re- 
* member the Scandal I brought upon you in Dublin was 
* amply repair'd by the ſolid Argument which the Peo- 
&© ple drew in Favour of our holy Religion from my for- 
mer Submiſſion: now as I have ſince then doubly and 
e trebly loaded you with Scandal in England, this poſterior 
* Submiſſion will be of treble Service to you, by form- 
ing a fecond more ſolid Argument of that Holineſs.” 
Thus has he wiſely ſecured his Retreat; that whenever we 
ſhall awake from our preſent State of Inſenſibility, and 
hunt the Bug that has taken the Advantage of our 
lethargick Condition to prey on our beſt Juices, he may 
fave himſelf from the Effects of our juſt Reſentment, by 
retiring to his former Neſt, | 
(8) [ wholly depend, &c.] A Man muſt be ſtrangely ſen- 
ſible of the Weakneſs of his own Intellects, who is forced 
to apply to others for Means of Atonemt for his paſt ill. 
Conduct; and muſt be full as conſcious of the trifling 
Fickleneſs of his Temper, not to be able to depend upon 
bis own Reſolution for a Guard againſt future Relapſcs. 
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( 22 ) 
© me guilty off (for you all perfectly know my 


to make any proper ſatisfaction : So my ſoul 
is ſafe, methinks I cou'd be ſatisfy d forever 


n — — 


Word guilty, going before. 


among us, and behave in ſuch a Manner as to juſtify our 
trampling upon him. *Tis no new Thing for a troubled, 
finful, and diſtracted Soul on the Verge of Deſpair to make 
the ſame unhappy Choice as Lucifer did: Evil be Thou my 
Good. Tho? (thanks to the Grace of his Converſion to us) 
there is great Room to hope that he has conquer'd the ſui- 
cidical Deſire of being trampled upon by the whole 
World. Otherwiſe he would never have deſcended from 


his Stage in Newport- Market, in the very middle of his 
Farce, to box a Fellow who was trampling upon him in | 


a ſyllogiſtical Way. 


(11) I ſurrender without Conditions.) This, with his ap- 


plying to them for a proper Method of Atonement, and 
promiſing to make any Satisfaction they ſhould think pro- 
per, are all freſh Hints of the ſame Stamp with thoſe in 
Remark (7). 


(12) Fuſtified you all, &c.] May not the whole Pur- 
po 


e of his preſent Farce be to do the very ſame before his 
mock Congregation at Newport- Market ? 


* (9) misfortunes) I condemn myſelf in, and 
© am willing the whole world ſhould do fo, | 
© and will ſeriouſly endeavour by God's grace 


© (10) to be trampled upon by the whole 
world. (11) I {ſurrender without conditions 


© and condemn'd myſelf and (12) juſtify'd | 
| yo 


(9) My Misfortunes.] Here Misfortunes ſtands for Faults, 
Follies, Crimes, Wickedneſs, &c. as is plain from the 


(10) To be trampled upon. ] It is not impoſſible that this | 
wrong-headed Penitent, finding his Reverend Brethren | 
were too charitable or too weak to trample upon him, 
might in his miſtaken Fit of Repentance reſolve to come | 
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(23) 

you all before the Congregation laſt ſunday 

both morning and evening, but eſpecially (13) 

the Reverend Doctor Nary, whom I have 

had the misfortune to have particularly of- 

* fended, (14) my Superiour charg'd himſelf 
with 


(13) The Reverend Doctor Nary, &c.] This deceas'd 


} Gentleman was one of the Chief of the Popiſh Clergy in 
Ireland, whom here the Reverend Penitent acknowledges 


it a Misfortune to have affended. And yet ſo inconſi- 
ſtent is this Man with himſelf, that he cannot now ſpeak. 
of his Memory without blackening it with the vileſt Lan- 
guage. Which ſeems to me to proceed from Nothing 
but that ſtrong Antipathy which the //7c4ed naturally bear 
to the Good. For I myſelf have been particularly officious 
to enquire into the Character of the Deceaſed, The 
Papiſts have him in Odour of Sanctity; but not willing to 
rely on any Account from that Quarter, I aplied to the 
moſt eminent Church Divines in Dublin, who indeed. to 
my very great Surprize, give him the beſt of Characters, 
inſomuch that from all Accounts I can get of him except- 
ing from the Letter-writer, I find, that, in every other 
Reſpe&t but his being a Papiſt, he was a Man of un- 
blemiſh'd Reputation. For Heaven's Sake then what 
am I to think of a Creature who ſpares no Dirt to ſtain 
the Memory of a Dead Man, whom he himſelf once 
thought it a Misfortune to have offended while Living. 
Where, by the by, you are to take this with you, that 
Misfortune and Wickedneſs or Baſeneſs, are ſynonimous 
Terms with our Convert. 

(14) My Superior, &c.] When the Man was publickly 
charg'd among other things, with having been publickly 
excommunicated at Dublin; he had the Aſſurance firmly 
to deny it, And the great Argument with which he at- 


tempted to overthrow this undeniable Fact was, that He 
was himſelf Superiour of his Order, had no One over him, 


and conſequently cou'd not be liable to Cenſure froln Any 
| For 


( 24 ) 


© with delivering you in writing the Subſtance | 
in a few words of what I convinc'd the peo- | 


c ple (of) at large; You ſee I confeſs my Sins 
© with the prodigal ſon, tho' I don't preſume 
© to be entituled to his reception, but I can't 
« forbear aſſuring your Reverence's that (15) I 
< ſhall never think myſelf perfectly reconcil'd 
to my offended God till you ſhall be pleas d 


© to think me not totally unworthy of be- 


ing once more admitted into ſome ſmall ſhare 
* of your favours; till then I declare myſelf un- 


© worthy to approach God's holyAltars and am 


« [****] refolv'd to remain lamenting without 


comfort, tho I am in hopes I may conclude 
< at preſent, as indeed TI] ever remain with 


© God's alliſtance, your truly ſubmiſſive and 
« penitent, tho' unworthy Brother 


(16) Francis Leby. 
Francis Lehy acknewleds'd in the Preſence of 


us whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſerib'd, 
that the above Paper was written and 


gn d by himſelf this 16 Day of September, 


1729. 
C. Nary. Simon Murphy. 
John Clinch. Charles Andoe. 


Fran. Archbold. Rich. Morphy. 
Chriſ. Wade. 


For my own Part, ſeeing him triumph ſo confidently, I 


was weak enough to believe him. But now I muſt intreat 


him to tell me which I am to diſcredit as a Lye, the 
13 5 | Thing 


(25) 


Thing he denied before my Face, or that which he here 
owns under his Hand. One muſt be falſe : tho' I cannot 
in reality promiſe him to believe him, or depend upon his 
Word, for which 1s true. 

(15) I fhall never think my ſelf, &c.] What follows 
in this remarkable Letter is perfectly of a Piece with the 
reſt, I ſhall only therefore obſerve upon the whole, that 
the Drift of the VMriter ſeems more to be that of being 
re- admitted into the Favour of the Papiſts than of be- 
ing, as he terms it, reconciled to his offended Gad. Otherwiſe 
he would never make the former a neceſſary Means to the 
latter. 

(16) Francis Lehy.] This Reverend* Convert of ours 
has thought proper to change with his Religion the Spel- 
ling of his Name. Which (as no Man chuſes to do 


it without Authority from Parliament or ſhameful Ne- 


cellity) prejudiced me at firft a good deal againſt him; but I 
row very much commend his Prudence, The Name it ſeems 
has of late Years been very unfortunate in Ireland, and 
therefore not worth tranſporting to England. For be- 
ſides, that One Francis Lehy a Carmelite Friar was ex- 
communicated in Dublin for Immoralities; another or 
the fame Francis Leby a Carmelite Friar was tried, con- 
victed, and condemn'd at Catterlaugh for ſtealing a Mare; 
and had been executed but for the Interceſſion of the 
Right Honourable Lord Nettervill; and Burton of 
Burton-Hall, Eſq; who were both preſent at the Trial, where 
Sir John St, Leger, one of the Barons of the Exchequer 
in Ireland, fat as Judge, Who then can blame this Reve. 
tend Gentleman for executing Juſtice upon ſuch a Name? 


And now I muſt beg leave to fay, that I 
humbly apprehend, no Man in his right Senſes 
who gives himſelf the trouble of comparing 
this Impoſtor's Letter with my Remarks, can 
any longer doubt of the evil Diſpoſition of the 
Fellow; or Scruple to ſay that he cannot be a 
Sincere Convert to, or Friend of, the Proteſtant 
Cauſe: but muſt be a Diigrace to whatever 
Cauſe he-eſpouſes. . -_ 
F know indeed, the Man while he was only 
E threaten'd 


(26) | 
threaten d by me with the Publication of this 
Letter, according to his natural Talent, had 
the uncommon Aſſurance to defy the World to 
ce any ſuch Letter, calling it a Trick of 
the Papiſts. But that Fetch will now no longer 
do. There are ſuch glaring undeniable Proofs 
in Town of the Letter being all of bis own Writ- 
ing (as well as of every Article I have advanc'd 
in theſe Remarks) as would Subject him or 
any one to the Pillory who ſhou'd be hardy e- 
nough to forſwear it. 

Not that I think there is any Neceſſity to 
recur to, or inſiſt on, this Letter, in order to 
prove him a Counterſeit. No, That ſufficiently 
appears from every Part of the poor Creature's 
Behaviour. As for Example, | 

From the Faicfcation of his Name. 

From owning and denying his Country at 
different Times. 

From the Inveteracy with which he rails a- 

inſt the People, in whoſe Communion (tho 
he fince foriook it, or rather was forſaken by 
it) he was baptized, educated ; and conſequently 
might be excujed for retaining ſome Yarnings 
of Affection towards them. Either then his 
Inveteracy is real and conſequently the Man 
unnatural] ; or tis only affected, and then he 


muſt be 2 Cheat; and can only intend, by 


ſowing a Sprit of Perjecution among Proteſtants, 
to juſtify tac Payiſts for Perſecuting us abroad. 

From his pretending to teach Proteſtant Doc- 
trines, and yet placing it in a rediculous Light in 
many of his Diſcourſes, giving it partly up in 
ſome of his wrangling Diſputes, and covertly 


railing againſt it in his Mock-Hiſtory of it. And 


wha 


(27) 

what could be a more audacious piece of Railery 
than, in giving a pretended Account of the Popes, 

firſt to aſſert that Gregory was the rſs Prote/- 

tant Pope, and then almoſt in the Game Breatly 
to give the fame Gregory ſuch an infamous Cha- 
racter as would better ſuit the Founder of the 
Stews than a Reformer of Chriſtian Religion ? 
Which in reality was nothing leſs than inſinu- 
ating, on one Side, that it was not inconſiſ- 
tent with Proteſtant Principles to ſubmit to 
Papal Authority ; and on the other that the 
firſt Promoter of thoſe Principles was a noto- 
rious Profligate. But however inſolent this 
kind of Proceeding may appear; his extravagant 
Audacity has carried him ſtill farther, even to 
the levelling at the Pruteſtant Bible. But with 
what a ſubtle Craft has he not donc it? On 
his Stage at Newport-Market he has told us: 
that the Popiſh Bible has indeed three thouſand 
Lyes in it; but that even the Proteftant Bible 
has no lefs than #vus Tn] ndl. And what can 
be the Drift of ſuch an audacious Tenet, but 
to bring the Holy Scriptures into Dif-repute 
among the People, to ſet himſelf up for their 
Second Proteſtant Pope, and to perſuade 
them to compliment him with Infalibility? 
For might he not as well tay in other words : 
„ Believe me, good Folks, however the Pa- 
e pts may be blamed for diſallowing the ge- 


« neral Uſe of the Scripture to the Vulgar, 


40 they are right in the Main; for the whole 
“is made up of a Pack of Lyes. Nay the 
* Proteftant Bible has no leſs than two Thoujand 
in it. Wherefore I wou'd by no Means ad- 
50 viſe . You to meddle with it, "left you.ſhauld 


« confrmn 


( 28 ) 
* confound the Truth with Falſhoods, for want L. 
« of knowing which is which. But if you fur 
* will take the Senſe of it from me (who am Ke 
c the only Perſon who have made this impor- il 
ce tant Diſcovery) I will ferve you as an Ora- Ini 
e cle. And ſure you cannot fear erring in ſo pl 
« doing. Since if I were not convinced of my fot 
« own Infalibility I would never have the of 
e blaſphemous Impudence to charge the V. 
« Holy Writers with Lying, where I might faff 
1 rather be ſuppoſed to want Senſe and Grace tir 
4 « to diſcover the myſterious Beauty of it's hi 
i | Truths.“ i tu 
oh There are many other convincing Arguments | tec 
1 of the Inſincerity of this Man's Converſion : Jan 
ith As his uſing only ſuch Arguments againſt the JE 
Papiſts as are applicable to any one Chriſtian [T 
Communion, by the Deiſts : His neither prac- at 
tiſing nor preaching Morality ; unleſs Swearing, | ſe! 
Railing, Scolding, calling Names, and infamouſly nc 
Calumniating be doing both: tho for my own bi 
Part I can never be brought to think, that his th 
Railing at the Morals of the Romiſh Clergy is jo 
ſufficient to clear him of the Immoralities m 
which the Papiſts alledge as the Cauſe of their | w 
having kick d him out of their Society. Nor | ti 
can I conceive that a Perſon, whoſe infamous | cr 
Conduct has render'd him unworthy of being a P. 
Member even of theChurch of Rome, can be rea- of 
ſonably deem'd worthy to be admitted not on- ne 
ly as a Member, but even as a Preacher or th 
Teacher of Proteſtant Doctrine. Tis plain V 
our Divines in general of the Church of England I of 
think ſo, » by their having refuſed to accept him 
2 Fant of Teſtimonials of his former good | 


(29) 

Life. And this is the only Reaſon that has 
rg'd him to take Refuge among the Diſſen- 
ers. Tho' I muſt obferve, that to avoid the 

like Repulſe from that Quarter, he has cun- 

ningly avoided joining Communion with or a 
plying to any: But taking Advantage of the Act 

of Toleration has rather ſet up a new Religion 


ſof his own than embraced that of any one Sect. 
Vet to engratiate himſelf with all, he ſometimes 


affects to hold forth in the Strain of one; ſome- 
times of another. At other times not to - loſe 
himſelf intirely with the Church of England, he 
turns tail and becomes a high Church Volun- 
teer. One Day he is a rigid Independant, 
another Day he is a zealous Stickler for 
Epiſcopacy and Church Juriſdiction, and a 
Third, he is neither One nor the Other; but 
attempting to trim his giddy Cock-boat, over- 
ſets it. Which is a Demonſtration that He is 
no more a Friend to the Diſſenters than to Us: 
but the common ſecret Enemy of all. And 
therefore worthy the ſevereſt Effects of our 
joint Indignation. For however the Gentle- 
men of the Diſſenting Communions may differ 
with us, in ſome inconſiderable Tenets, 
'tis the mutual Intereſt of us all to unite in 
cruſhing every Enemy to the common Caule of 
Proteſtant Religion, whether he be an Aſſerter 
of Old Errors, or. a preſumptuous Starter of 
new Ones. To which I muſt farther add, 
that this Man doubly deſerves to feel the 
Weight of our joint Diſpleaſure, on Account 
of Means he makes uſe of to impoſe u 
on us: to wit, the aſſerting falſe Facts of 
himſelf, and denying true Gnes; as firſt by 
* | pretending 


by denying his having a Superiour in Ireland, 


(39) 
pretending, to be a Doctor of Sorbumme, and afſſto 
Commiſſioner of the Pope in Ireland : ſecondly, fe 


his having been a very wicked Fellow, and 
therefore Excommunicated ; when at the ſame far 
Time the direct contrary appears. under his Ig. 
own Hand. | of hi 
But to finiſh the Anatomy of this Amphibi- P 
ous Creature, I muſt beg Leave to take ſome No- I te 
tiee of the Reaſon He alledges for his not having c. 
fooner. renounced the Errors of the Church of 
Rome, which is fo. very filly and abſurd that a 
Man muſt be totally void of Senſe or muſt have 
reach d the very Peak of Impertinence who can 
dare to advance it to a ſenſible Audience. Truly 
he pretends that as the: Papiſts forbid the Read- 
ing of Scripture be never had had an Opportunity 
of looking into it and finding out the Truth 
till be became a Proteſtant, But he. very 
confidently avers that in particular be never 
did read till very lately the Epiſtles of St Paul. 
For God's Sake then, as to the firſt Aſſer- 
tion, how came he at all to become a Prote- 
ſtant, if He did not find out the Truth till af- 
ter He became one? Either his Converſion was 
owing to. Conviction, in comparing Proteſtant 
Doctrine with the Truths contain'd in holy 
Writ ; and then He muſt have read the Scrip- 
tures while a Papiſt. Or elſe his Change was 
the Child of Whim; and then why may not 
the ſame Whim make him one Day a Jew, a 
Mahometan, or Worſhipper of the Moon. In 
the next Place I never heard that the Papiſts for- 
bid reading the Scriptures except in the Vulgar 
Tongue; and ſure our Convert wall not care 
| to 
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nd alto be reckoned ſuch a Blockhead, or own him- 


ſelf ſo ignorant a Prieſt that he could not read 
hem in Latin. Beſides tis prohibited only to 

the Laity, for the Prieſts are obliged to read it 
and ſtudy it : and therefore he mult either be 
guilty of very confident Falſhood in ſaying, 
he never read the Scriptures till he became a 
Proteſtant; or of a very groſs Impolition in pre- 
tending to be a Prieſt, when tis very plain he 
could not be one without reading the Scriptures. 
But particularly, as to the ſecond Aſſertion, 

I will demonſtrate the Falſhood of it paſt all 
Diſpute from a Maſs-book which I accidentally 
met with in the Study of one of our Divines. 
Wherein it appears that the greateſt Part of the 
Maſs is taken from Scripture, and eſpecially the 
Epiſtles, which are for the moſt part out of 
St Paul. How then, in the Name of Truth, 
could this Man be a Pricit ſo many Years and 
avoid reading the Epiſtles of St Paul till he be- 
came a Protcitant. Either then this Man could 
not be a Prieſt, as he ſays he was; or 
muſt have read jon part or other of Scrip- 
ture every Day at Maſs. If he was no Priett 
he is an Impoſtor in giving himſelf out for ſuch: 

If he did read the Scriptures while a Papiſt {as 
I have provid he muſt, if a Prieſt) either he 

was ſo groſly ignorant as not to know what 

he was reading: Or if he did read them and 

knew what he read, what can be his Drift in 

pretending, that he did not? What can the 

Man mean by impoſing theſe palpable Un- 

truths upon us? What does he take Proteſtants 

to be? Does be imagine we are All ſuch Fools 
that we cannot fee through a barefaced Lye? Or 
| docs 


3 Contempt. Let us therefore however we deſpiſe | 


* 32) | | 
does he think. us Knaves enough to be pleaſed | 


with any Falfhood, provided it be levelled at the 
Church of Reme ? This is in Truth paying us a 


very ſorry Compliment ; and at the ſame time 
ſhewing how far ſhort he himſelf is of the Wit 
as well as Memory which is faid to be requiſite | 
to Men of his Turn, | 
What I have here ſaid is, I think, a ſufficient | 
Anfwer'to the Queſtion which this poar Crea- 
ture put to me, when he was pleated to enter- 


- tainghis Audience with reading the farſt Pages of 


phlet (publiſl'd before in Coomon Senſe) | 


N from Ris Hub; to wit, how a true and ſincere 
Domvert is to be known; However to anſwer | 


him briefly, I ſay, tis by the very r J 
gc revers'd Conduct to his. F 
And now I ſhall conclude with beſeeching | 
Gountrymen and Fellow- Citizens to open 


their Eyes and ſuffer themſelves to be no 
impoſed upon by ſuch barefaced Cheats; Let us 
| thew . Men and Men. of Senſe and your 
by neither ſuffering Fools to fawn upon ds, 
 Knaves to deceive us. If the Gm bene 


bur Reſentment of himſelf, the Miſchief he 
do is worthy our Indignation as well as 


the Man, puniſh his . Will and At- 
tempts; and copying the Example of the Vir- 
tuous and Illuſtrious ancient Romans, however 
we are averſe to our Enemies the modern Ro- 
mam, let us flog back to them this treacherous 


Pedant, who offers to betray them to us for no 
deter Reaſon than that they are not 12 bate 4 
| — to be as _ as himſelf. ; 


